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UNDERGRADUATE LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE
Explanation Sheet
	Pre-Service Teacher:
	The person completing the lesson

	School, Grade Level and Cooperating Teacher
	
	Type of Classroom:
	_General Ed   _Special Ed. Self Contained _Inclusion       _Resource Room 

	Content Area and Topic:
	    

	Are Students with Special Needs:
	__ Need Additional Time and/or Resources
__  Are English Language Learners (ELLs)
__ Talented and Gifted (TAG or GT)

	Lesson Title:
	
	Type of Lesson
	__ Skill
__ Inquiry
__ Concept

	                                                           INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN                    Estimated Time frame of Lesson  _____

	I. Big Idea/
Essential Question(s):  
	Purpose/Essential Question(s)
· Think, what do you want your students to remember and learn to do 4 days, weeks, months from now? 
· How will this have enduring value for students beyond the classroom (relate to real life learning and tasks)?
· What should students understand about the topic?
· What key knowledge and skills will students acquire at the end of the lesson?
· These should be open ended


	II. Objective(s):  
	Objectives:  A statement which specifies the following four decisions: 
· Learning: What content will be taught?
· Behavior: What skill(s) the students will do to learn and to demonstrate that learning has occurred. Use action verb(s) to describe what you want students to be able to do.  Make them observable and measurable.   
             Think Bloom’s Taxonomy 
                     Knowledge
Comprehension
Application
Analysis
Evaluation
· Condition: Under what circumstances the learning will take place (where and when will the learning take place using what materials)?
· Criteria for Success: What do you expect students to demonstrate under what conditions?  What will success look like (i.e. Students will compute 5 out of 7 three digit subtraction problems)?
· Think with the end in mind.

Review the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (NJCCCS) for your content area.  See if you can find standards that will match your objectives. Keep the number of objectives down to a few because each for each objective, you will need a task or product to measure learning.

Objective Example:
· Students will be able to:
·      Learning: Compare and contrast Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant. (Know and be able to do)
· Behavior: by individually completing a Venn diagram. (How they will demonstrate what they know and are able to do)
· Condition: after reading chapter 4 in their textbook. (under what circumstances the learning will take place)
· Align to Bloom’s Taxonomy (Bold the Bloom words used in your objectives).
· Align to New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (Write them out in list form).
· Must be Linked to IEP (if applicable).

	III.  Standards:

	Standard(s) and Strand(s): Use the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards What content standards will the lesson address?
Please list a written description of standard with the number.
Content Statement
Cumulative Progress Indicator(s):

	IV. Lesson    
     Sequence:

	A. Setting the Stage Estimated time 3-5 minutes
1. Pre-assessment to Elicit Prior Knowledge Determination of what students know about a topic before it is taught. Preassessments are used to activate and assess prior knowledge. 
· Think: what type of lesson is this?
·  Introduction    Review & Practice      Culminating lesson
· How will you relate the subject matter to past experience? 
· What will be the best vehicle to activate schema:
      vocabulary review, 
      concept development
      graphic organizers, K/W/L chart, semantic map, brainstorm, 
     scaffolding, prediction, multi-level questioning). 
· What questions will you ask? Give some examples of the questions you will use to tap into what students know already about the topic.
· You could have students do an Admit Slip where they 

2. Building Knowledge and Motivation
    
This is sometimes called a “hook” or “motivation” to grab the student’s attention.
Describe what you will do to generate interest in lesson topic.  Must be appropriate for lesson and grade level.  (i.e. a picture, graph, poem, song, game, video clip, question).  You want to put students into a receptive frame of mind and help them make connects to real life.

Actions and statements by the teacher to relate the experiences of the students to the objectives of the lesson to create an organizing framework for the ideas, principles, or information that is to follow (c.f., the teaching strategy called “advance organizers”). 

The motivation may also extend the understanding and the application of abstract ideas through the use of example or analogy…used any time a different activity or new concept is to be introduced. 
 

3. Presentation: The teacher (or instructor(s) for the lesson) presents information about concepts being developed.  This person (s) demonstrates or models examples of what is expected as an end product of the student work. Estimated time 10 min 
· The critical aspects of the product are explained through labeling, categorizing, comparing, etc. 
· Utilize questioning at various levels, and include students’ active participation. 
· Guide them to construct their own meaning by meeting students’ individual learning styles.  (ie.- conduct an experiment, use read-aloud, use the overhead projector, Smart Board or Elmo, show a video, access an internet site, and provide explicit teacher directions). 
· How will you introduce or build on vocabulary and concepts?
· Give examples of some questions you may ask students (think Bloom).

4. Active Engagement: The heart of the lesson. Estimated time may be 15-20 min
1. Student Practice and Application: An opportunity for each student to demonstrate grasp of new learning by working through an activity or exercise under the teacher’s direct supervision. It is essential that students practice doing it right so the teacher will know that the students understand before proceeding. The teacher moves around the room to determine the level of mastery and to provide individual remediation as needed.

Students  can practice new learning individually or in groups through differentiated instruction.  However, students should complete some task individually so you can see they can carry out the objectives on their own without assistance for anyone.  This provides reinforcement practice. It is provided on a repeating schedule so that learning is not forgotten


During Active Engagement, practice activities must be relevant to the objectives listed at the beginning of this lesson plan.
· Grouping – explain how you will do this (on/at/above, random peer/pairs, based on talents or special skills, etc)
· Learning Styles – auditory, visual, kinesthetic, multi-sensory
· Multiple Intelligence and/or Differentiation-provide activities where possible.  Don’t forget to include ELL and Special Needs Students Accommodations.
·      Will they need more time, different practice materials, etc. 
·  If you indicated there were special needs students earlier, you will need to show how you did something to meet their needs.
· Instructional Arrangement(s)/ Grouping Structures: How is information being presented and practiced? You may have more than one arrangement.
                      _____ Whole Group   _____Small Group  _____1:1 _____  Learning Centers
                     _____Other (Explain) 
(If using small groups, tell how membership in to group will be decided ie. random, ability, etc).  Also, if using Cooperative Learning with assigned roles, list each role and its responsibilities.

5. Closure: A short activity where students perform to demonstrate meeting the lesson objectives. Estimated time 1-5 min.  Used to help students bring the concepts taught in the lesson together in their own minds, to make sense out of what has just been taught.

Student will say, “Today we:  learned, practiced, explored, found out, or created”. 

How will you reinforce the key ideas and concepts so that students do not leave the room without a clear understanding of what they accomplished during the lesson?

Examples of closure activities could be:
     A Ticket to Leave or an Exit Slip
 


6. Next Steps or Follow Up if applicable

What will the next step be after this lesson? 
      A hw assignment to complete?
     Another follow up lesson to reinforce or apply learning?


	
	ASSESSMENT AND DIFFERENTIATION EVIDENCE

	V. Assessment
	
How will you, as the teacher, determine that lesson objectives have been met and that each student individually demonstrates a level of understanding achieved?  Assessments must be aligned and appropriate for the listed objective(s).

Formative assessment is part of the ongoing lesson delivery. “When incorporated into classroom practice, it provides the information needed to adjust teaching and learning while they are happening. In this sense, formative assessment informs both teachers and students about student understanding at a point when timely adjustments can be made. These adjustments help to ensure students achieve targeted standards-based learning goals within a set time frame. Although formative assessment strategies appear in a variety of formats, there are some distinct ways to distinguish them from summative assessments.” National Middle Schools, 2007.
Summative Assessments are given periodically to determine at a particular point in time what students know and do not know. The list is long, but here are some examples of summative assessments:
· State assessments 
· District benchmark or interim assessments 
· End-of-unit or chapter tests 
· End-of-term or semester exams 
· Scores that are used for accountability for schools (AYP) and students (report card grades). 
“The key is to think of summative assessment as a means to gauge, at a particular point in time, student learning relative to content standards. Because they are spread out and occur after instruction every few weeks, months, or once a year, summative assessments are tools to help evaluate the effectiveness of programs, school improvement goals, alignment of curriculum, or student placement in specific programs. “ National Middle Schools, 2007

A. Tasks to Reflect Demonstration of Learning: Create an assessment that directly links to your content and objectives. 
· How will you know that students have learned what you wanted them to learn and that objectives were met? 
· What test or task will serve as evidence of student learning?

B. Evaluation Methods and Criteria for Grading How will assessments be graded? 
Types of assessments include:
· _____ Formal Testing (quiz, fill-in, etc.)  _____ Related Writing  _____Performance Task  _____Cognitive test, task or questions
· Criteria for success should be included on a scoring guide, rubric or criteria checklist.
· Include modifications and appropriate assistive technologies if any students have special needs.

	VI. Differentiation 
	Recognition of students’ varying background knowledge, readiness, language, preferences in learning, interests. Differentiated instruction is a process to approach teaching and learning for students of differing abilities in the same class. The intent of differentiating instruction is to maximize each student’s growth and individual success by meeting each student where he or she is, and assisting in the learning process.

Differentiation can take place in the instruction, assessment and learning. You may differentiate the task, process and or product depending on the students and the objectives of your lesson.
Differentiating the Content
Because students vary in readiness, skill levels, interests and learning styles, it is important to vary or differentiate content in response to those student traits. Strategies for differentiating content include providing materials at various reading levels, pre-teaching and re-teaching, providing interest centers with tasks at varying levels, and presenting in visual, auditory and kinesthetic modes. 

Differentiating the Process/Activities
Differentiating the processes means varying learning activities or strategies to provide appropriate methods for students to explore the concepts. It is important to give students alternative paths to manipulate the ideas embedded within the concept. For example students may use graphic organizers, maps, diagrams or charts to display their comprehension of concepts covered. Varying the complexity of the graphic organizer can very effectively facilitate differing levels of cognitive processing for students of differing ability.

Differentiating the Product
Differentiating the product means varying the complexity of the product that students create to demonstrate mastery of the concepts. Students working below grade level may have reduced performance expectations, while students above grade level may be asked to produce work that requires more complex or more advanced thinking. There are many sources of alternative product ideas available to teachers. However sometimes it is motivating for students to be offered choice of product. 
This is the Tomlinson definition of Differentiated Instruction.


	VII. Resources/
       Materials     
      Including     
      Technology
	What resources are aligned to the topic? List
· teacher’s edition(s) 
· children’s books 
· websites
· software
· speakers
· trips 
· books,
·  worksheets, 
· visual aids
· equipment 
· materials 

Technology should be infused throughout the lesson. Technology can support a number of research-based strategies (Marzano et al., 2001). Students and teachers use technology as a tool to improve teaching and learning by adapting the curriculum through software, the Internet and assistive technology.


	
	NJ’s 21st CENTURY THEMES, SKILLS, AND INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS  

	 21st Century Themes  
	Global Awareness: “Knowledge of global and cultural perspectives. The understanding of concepts that impact the world encompasses, but is not limited to, environmental, social, cultural, political, and economic relations.” 

Financial literacy is the ability to understand finance. More specifically, it refers to an individual's ability to make informed judgments and effective decisions about the use and management of their money. 
Civic Literacy is the knowledge of how to actively participate and initiate change in your community and the greater society. It is the foundation by which a democratic society functions: Citizen Power as a check and as a means to create avenues for peaceful change. 
Health literacy is an individual's ability to read, understand and use healthcare information to make decisions and follow instructions for treatment.

	21st  Century Skills  
	Creativity is the act of turning new and imaginative ideas into reality.  

Innovation is the production or implementation of an idea.

Critical Thinking is the intellectually disciplined process of actively and skillfully conceptualizing.

Problem Solving is the process of working through details of a problem to reach a solution.

Information and Communication Technology Skills (ICT): a measure of success today is how well one can evaluate, manage and communicate all forms of information within a technological environment. 

Communication and Collaboration: sharing of knowledge of a wide variety of subjects.
Information Literacy: the ability to recognize, locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information using cognitive and technology skills.

Media Literacy: the ability to sift through and analyze messages that inform.  It's the ability to bring critical thinking skills to all media (An example, music videos, the World Wide Web environments)

Life Skills: adaptive and positive behaviour that enable individuals to deal effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life

Career Skills: occupational abilities, knowledge and experience enabling students to become marketable. 

	Primary Interdisciplinary Connections:
	__ Visual and Performing Arts 
__ Comprehensive Health and Physical Education 
__ Language Arts Literacy 
__ Mathematics 
__ Science 
__ Social Studies 
__World Languages 
__ Technology 
__ 21st-Century Life and Careers




	LESSON REFLECTION

	Reflect on the lesson you have developed and rate the degree to which the lesson Strongly, Moderately or Weakly meets the criteria below or if you did not address it, indicate it is Missing or Not Applicable.

	Strongly
 (4)
	Moderately (3)
	Weakly
(2-1)
	Missing or Not Applicable (0)

	1.
	Challenged students and required higher order thinking and problem solving skills.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Provided scaffolding for acquiring targeted knowledge /skills.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Provided a means for students to demonstrate knowledge and skill towards meeting the learning goals and objectives. 
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Provided opportunities for student reflection and self assessment.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Used formative and summative assessment data to inform and adjust instruction to enhance the learners’ needs/learning experience for students.  
	
	
	
	

	6.

	Used materials and resources (e.g. tasks, worksheets, websites, literature, etc) which aligned with the goals and objectives of the lesson.
	
	
	
	

	7.

	Provided differentiation based on student needs and learning styles.
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Integrated 21st Century themes and skills.

	
	
	
	

	9.
	Provided opportunities for interdisciplinary connections fostering transfer of knowledge and skills.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Fostered the use of technology as a tool to develop critical thinking, creativity and innovation skills.
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Centered on the student with teacher as facilitator in the learning process. 
	
	
	
	

	12. 

	Allowed for student choice. 
	
	
	
	



Further Reflections for lessons that were actually taught:
What are the strengths of this lesson?
How can this lesson be improved?
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